A Guide for Connect Group Leaders

As a Connect Group Leader, you’re creating more than just a space

for people to meet, you’re building a place where hearts can open,
faith can grow, and real community can form. Sometimes, that means
gently guiding conversations that touch on sensitive topics like politics,
theology, or cultural issues.

When those moments come, take heart, you’re not alone. Here’s how to
lead with wisdom, grace, and truth - keeping Jesus and His Word at the
center.

1. Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing

Remind your group that what unites us is always greater than what
divides us.
Our focus is Jesus, not opinions or debates.

When the conversation starts to drift, you can gently bring it back by
saying:

“That’s an interesting perspective. | love that we can have different
views here, but let’s bring it back to what God’s Word says, or
how we can apply this to our walk with Him.”

Scripture Anchor: Hebrews 12:2 - “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith.”

You’re helping hearts refocus on what matters most, knowing Him and
growing together.




2. Remember: There’s a Spiritual Battle at Play

Tough conversations aren’t just about differing opinions. They’re often
moments where the enemy tries to divide what God is building.
Ephesians 6:12 reminds us, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood.”
So when tension rises, pause and remember:

e The person in front of you is not your enemy.

* The enemy loves to use division to weaken connection.

* You have spiritual authority to bring peace into the room.

Take a breath, whisper a prayer if you need to:

“Lord, help me see this person the way You do. Fill this space with
Your peace.”

You carry His presence, and that changes the atmosphere.

3. Create a Safe Space, Not a Debate Space

Groups thrive when people feel safe to share. That means balancing
openness with healthy boundaries.

You might say:
“| really appreciate your passion for that topic. Let’s park that
one for now so we can stay focused on what tonight’s discussion
is about.”

Every voice matters, but not every topic builds unity. Your role is to
protect that sense of safety and focus.




4. Lead with Listening

Sometimes the most powerful thing you can do is simply listen. People
often just want to be understood, not corrected.

Ask gentle, curious questions like:

“What led you to feel that way?”
“How has your experience shaped that perspective?”

Scripture Anchor: James 1:19 - “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and
slow to become angry.”

Listening doesn’t mean agreeing. It builds trust, shows love, and opens
hearts.

5. Model Grace and Humility

As the leader, your posture sets the tone for the whole group.
Keep your words full of grace and your heart open.

When you’re unsure, don’t be afraid to say:
“That’s a great question, and one I'm still learning about myself.”

Vulnerability builds connection. You don’t have to have all the answers;
you just need to point people to the One who does.

6. Know When to Take It Offline

If a topic becomes too personal or emotional, it’s okay to pause and
circle back later in private or with your Team Lead.

Scripture Anchor: Proverbs 15:1 - “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but
a harsh word stirs up anger.”
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Pull the person aside. Show care first, and gently clarify that the group
is meant to focus on spiritual growth and encouragement, not debate.

Your compassion in those moments speaks louder than correction ever
could.

7. Stay Anchored in Scripture
When you’re unsure what to say, let God’s Word be your guide.
Verses like:

* James 1:19 - “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to

become angry.”

* Romans 14:19 - “Make every effort to do what leads to peace and
mutual edification.”

 Ephesians 4:29 - “Only speak what is helpful for building others
up.”

e 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - “A// Scripture is God-breathed, Scripture
equips us for every good work.”

These truths help reset hearts and restore peace.

8. Reach Out for Support

You’re never leading alone.



If @ conversation feels too heavy or a situation feels unclear, reach out to

your Team Lead.
They’re here to pray with you, walk with you, and help you discern the

best next steps.

Remember:

You’re not called to have all the answers. You’re called to love people
well and point them to Jesus.

When tough moments come, keep your spiritual eyes open, and stay
grounded in prayer!



